December 12-16, 2011

Dear Parents, 

Next week is going to look a bit different because we will have several maternity leave candidates teaching a lesson to the class so that Mrs. Lorence, the students, and I can observe and better choose a replacement for the third trimester. They are going to teach topics that correspond with what we are currently studying. Student feedback is very important as well. Please help them process their impressions of each candidate at home and feel free to send us insight via email. We will be interviewing during vacation, so hopefully we’ll have a teacher lined up by the time students get back from break!
Also, please sign the attached permission slip for PE and send it with your student. 
Science Project on Donors Choose

Week of December 5th-12th 

Through the organization Donors Choose, I have set up a project for our Cells & Heredity unit. Until this Monday, all donations will be matched 100%, so if you give just $10, you really will have contributed $20. If only 11 people give $10 each, we'll reach the goal and the project will be a success. Please consider pitching in: http://www.donorschoose.org/cgrady
Thank you so much to those of you who’ve already contributed!!!

Scenes from Cyrano production

Thursday, January 12th @ 6:30pm

As our second annual Core Knowledge event, the seventh grade class will proudly present our original production Scenes from Cyrano based on the French play Cyrano de Bergerac. Please invite family and friends. Students must be there in costume at 5:30pm.

This event has been rescheduled from December 14th due to our preoccupation with science fair and all the activities that take place around the holidays. I hope this doesn’t inconvenience anyone! 

Important Due Dates:

Monday 

· History group project on Unforgettable Battles

· Rough draft of “Bears-2, Muskoxen-0” story sequence (3-5 paragraphs, add dress-ups etc.)
Tuesday 

· Science combined lab report for “Choose Your Ooze” + “Salting Out” 
Wednesday

· Character/persona chosen for the “Witnesses of War” history assignment
Thursday

· Final draft of “Bears-2, Muskoxen-0” composition 
Friday

· Relax!  It’s winter break ( 
After break 

· Scenes from Cyrano lines should be memorized
· Book report #2 (choose a different option than last time)
