December 5-9, 2011

Dear Parents, 

Besides saying goodbye to Christian, we had a great week this last week. Students were on top of their game! This is especially impressive considering that winter break is just around the corner. 

This is going to be another busy week. My goal is to avoid homework during the break, besides doing a math lesson and reading a good book. Thanks for checking your students' agendas and holding them accountable to getting their work done. 

Monday, December 5th

Book Reports are due! 

Any book that students have read this fall can be used. There are over 30 options for them to choose from (they just can’t repeat an option this year). Please emphasize the importance of paying attention to the rubric (back of the purple packet) so that they know the expectations! 

The Top 10 Timeline is due!

Working in pairs, students had to choose the most important events that occurred during WWI. If your student was absent on Wednesday of last week, he/she is expected to research and represent only 5 events on the timeline. Please see your student's blue rubric for details. 

Wordly Wise Midterm

Now that we've finished lesson 10 and all of the review up to this point, it's time to take the midterm! There are 3 great ways students can study for this test: 

1) Do the flashcards/matching/multiple choice activities I made on Engrade (http://flashcards.engrade.com/wwmidterm), 

2) Play the lesson reviews 1-4 and 5-8 games on the Wordly Wise website (http://www.wordlywise3000.com/games/book07.cfm) 

3) Practice writing the spelling words from the list I gave to each student

We will resume the second half of the book after winter break. 

Science Project on Donors Choose

Through the organization Donors Choose, I have set up a project for our Cells & Heredity unit. From December 5th to 12th, all donations will be matched 100%, so if you give just $10, you really will have contributed $20. If only 11 people give $10 each, we'll reach the goal and the project will be a success. Please consider pitching in: http://www.donorschoose.org/cgrady
Thank you so much to those of you who’ve already contributed!!!

Chemistry Lab

On Tuesday, we're doing another science lab called “salting out” which illustrates chemical bonding between atoms. If you are able to help set up Monday afternoon or clean up on Tuesday afternoon, please shoot me an email! Thanks.

Thursday, January 12th @ 6:30pm

As our second annual Core Knowledge event, the seventh grade class will proudly present our original production Scenes from Cyrano based on the French play Cyrano de Bergerac. Please invite family and friends. Students must be there in costume at 5:30pm.

This event has been rescheduled from December 14th due to our preoccupation with science fair and all the activities that take place around the holidays. I hope this doesn’t inconvenience anyone! 

Other important due dates:

Monday – Top 10 Timeline for history

Tuesday – Choose your Ooze lab report for science

Next week – Story Sequence (unit 3) writing composition 

After break – book report #2

