November 21-23, 2011
Dear Parents, 

Thank you for supporting your students during the science fair project! They did a great job and I look forward to celebrating their successes on Tuesday night. Each class has been assigned an appetizer. Parents of seventh graders should bring a BEVERAGE (if you have another student in grade 5-8, please bring whatever the other class is assigned). 

Announcements

Science Fair Awards Ceremony

Tuesday, November 22nd, 6:00-8:00pm

To honor students for all the hard work they put into their projects, we will gather in the gym for our first Core Knowledge event. From 6-7pm, you may take a tour of everyone’s display boards and enjoy appetizers. Please bring a beverage to share with other families. From 7-8pm, judges will present awards. Each class will give first, second, and third place awards and everyone will receive a ribbon of participation. 

A Christmas Carol Production

Friday, December 2nd, 6:00pm @ Hazelbrook Middle School, $5

The drama club, directed by Angela Willner, has been working hard after hours to put together a spectacular musical production of A Christmas Carol.  Make it a family outing! 

Donor’s Choose Project

Expires January 22nd, 2012

Don’t forget to support the Donor’s Choose project for our Cells and Heredity unit. I’ve included some great hands-on materials to engage students and help them understand abstract concepts. We’re already HALF WAY there in donations! Follow this link to contribute: http://www.donorschoose.org/cgrady
Next Week’s Agenda
Science Fair

Trifold Display Boards are due on Monday. This is the last time I will include this category in the agenda!  Please be patient as I grade the final reports. Students won’t get the rubrics back until after Thanksgiving break. 

History

World War I rages on… Next up we will create a timeline of the most important events of the war as well as focus on some of the major battles. 

Literature 

Students have begun our core knowledge project “Scenes from Cyrano”. Working in groups, they are rewriting scenes from the play into their own words. Then we will tweak some more to really make it “their own”. Setting and theme TBD. 
Writing

We shall now leave Unit 6 behind (for now) and backtrack to Unit 3 and 5 to take a more creative route for awhile. Before winter break, we’ll probably only tackle one composition since our main priority is the Cyrano production. 

From now on, I will be collecting rough drafts so as to provide more guidance for students to improve their writing. This will require more effort and time for the rough draft but less for the final. Therefore, I will always allot 2 days minimum for students to complete the rough. 
Vocabulary

We’re on lesson 10 this week. Parts A, B, and C are due Monday, D and E on Tuesday, the review and test on Wednesday (same schedule as always). After the break, we will review units 1-10 to prepare for a mid-term exam. Then we will resume the second half of Wordly Wise after winter break.
Chemistry

After break we will resume “regular science” which means we get to make some messes learning about chemical bonds and reactions. 

