November 28 - December 2 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you enjoyed a festive Thanksgiving and a few days of relaxation with family and friends. We actually got some lovely mild weather for a couple days! What a treat. 

The students really did a fabulous job with their science fair projects. Thank you for coming on Tuesday night to celebrate their tremendous efforts. Congratulations to Melina, Rachel, Josh, and Alex for placing. Several of the students should now consider entering into the INTEL competition. All the grunt work is over, so it wouldn't take much effort to tweak a few things before applying. The entire class will go to support whoever competes. 

GRADES are due this Friday. If you find anything on Engrade that does not seem accurate, please bring it to my attention right away.
Here's an update on upcoming events:

Thursday, December 1st 

Back to chemistry labs! We are going to learn about chemical bonds and do a couple lab activities to illustrate the concepts. I WILL NEED HELP. If you are available, I need someone to set up the equipment on Wednesday and another volunteer to help clean up Thursday afternoon. Also, one lab calls for Sta-flo liquid starch which I could only find at Walmart. Would any of you be able to make that purchase before Thursday? 

Monday, December 5th

Book Reports are due! Any book that students have read this fall can be used. There are over 30 options for them to choose from (they just can’t repeat an option this year). Please emphasize the importance of paying attention to the rubric (back of the purple packet) so that they know the expectations! 
December 5-12

Through the organization Donors Choose, I have set up a project for our Cells & Heredity unit. Starting December 5th, all donations will be matched 100%, so if you give just $10, you really will have contributed $20. If only 11 people give $10 each, we'll reach the goal and the project will be a success. Please consider pitching in: 

http://www.donorschoose.org/cgrady
Wordly Wise Midterm

Now that we've finished lesson 10, it's time to review and prepare for the midterm. Instead of a "normal" lesson this week, students will go back and do the lesson 1-4 and 5-8 reviews. We will resume the second half of the book after winter break.

Thursday, January 12th @ 6:30pm

As our second annual Core Knowledge event, the seventh grade class will proudly present our original production Scenes from Cyrano based on the French play Cyrano de Bergerac. Please invite family and friends. Students must be there in costume at 5:30pm. 
This event has been rescheduled from December 14th due to our preoccupation with science fair and all the activities that take place around the holidays. I hope this doesn’t inconvenience anyone! 
