November 7-11, 2011
Dear Parents,

This weekend is all about science fair!  I minimized other homework so that students can focus on finishing the experiment and typing the rough draft of the background research. Please make sure that is priority. 
A HUGE thank you to those of you who volunteered at the Harvest Festival! I think the students enjoyed it. We really appreciate your support. 
    

Tillamook Forestry Center

Friday, November 18th, 8:30am-2:00pm

We need 2 more chaperones! 

We’ll hop on a bus and enjoy exploring one of Oregon’s lovely forests. Please send rain gear with your child in case of inclement weather. The goal for everyone is to be warm and dry. Also send with them a water bottle, lunch, and snack in a backpack or knapsack. 

Science Fair Awards Ceremony

Tuesday, November 22nd, 6:00-8:00pm

To honor students for all the hard work they put into their projects, we will gather in the gym for our first Core Knowledge event. Each class will give first, second, and third place awards and everyone will receive a ribbon of participation. 

Donor’s Choose Project
Expires January 22nd, 2012
Don’t forget to support the Donor’s Choose project for our Cells and Heredity unit. I’ve included some great hands-on materials to engage students and help them understand abstract concepts. We’re already HALF WAY there in donations! Follow this link to contribute: http://www.donorschoose.org/cgrady
    

Science Fair

By Monday, students should be done with the experiment and bring in to school the observations and data recorded during the process. We will go over making graphs and tables. If any of them are behind schedule, it is important to wrap up quickly because they cannot complete the conclusion or abstract (the last 2 components of the paper) until the experiment is done. 

By Tuesday, the keyword outline must be typed into a rough draft. No dress-ups need to be added. I am requiring another adult (probably a parent) to do an initial edit to catch obvious typos before students turn it in. Then I will edit structural, organizational flaws. 

This is what your student should have accomplished by this point:

· Inquiry Question chart
· Background research plan (keywords & questions)

· Bibliography chart
· Outline of information from 5+ sources
· Hypothesis & Variables worksheet
· Materials & Procedures lists – continue to modify during experiment 
· Keyword Outline of background research paper, organized by topic
· DUE ON MONDAY - observations and data for the experiment

· DUE ON TUESDAY - rough draft of background research paper
JESSICA DANIEL is a parent who has dedicated her time and expertise to help students launch successful science fair projects. If they (or you) ever have specific scientific questions, she is more than happy to help as well as provide feedback on project ideas. She is also helping coordinate judges, so contact her if you wish to volunteer on the 21st or 22nd.

Email:  kevin_jess@verison.net or kevin.jess.daniel@gmail.com
Phone:  503-642-5303 or 503-380-4179

Chemistry
Because science fair is just around the corner (only 2 more weeks!) we are going to put “regular science” on hold. Between thanksgiving and Christmas, we will resume our chemistry curriculum with lots of lab work, so please let me know (if you haven’t) if you’re available to held set up or clean up. Thank you!

History

The flipbook project titled “Overview of the Great War” is due on Monday. This project summarizes who was involved, how it began, trench warfare, and important leaders. We worked on this in class all week so students who used their time well should be very close to finished. Up next, we will do a group project about new weapon technology that changed the way war was fought. 
Literature 

I returned the questions students had submitted for the interview. Now they need to schedule a time (and place) to meet with the interviewee. The final interview is due on Thursday. This week we will also begin our core knowledge project “Scenes from Cyrano”.
Writing

The rough draft of the “animal composition” (students chose sources from an assortment of options) was due today (Thursday). If for some reason your student couldn’t hand it to me in person, make sure he/she emails it to me tomorrow at the latest. I will look at them over the weekend and return them on Monday so that students can finish the final draft by next Wednesday. 

Vocabulary

We’re on lesson 8 this week. Parts B and C are due Monday, D and E on Tuesday, the review and test on Wednesday (same schedule as always). After lesson 10 we will have a mid-term review exam. 
