October 24-28, 2011

Dear Parents, 

I enjoyed fruitful conferences with many of you. Here is a brief update about what to expect this week. Also, if you can accompany the class as a chaperone to Tillamook Forestry Center on November 18th from 9:00-2:00, please let me know! We’ll need 1 adult per 5 students in order to go. Thanks! 

Science Fair 

Students should be working on official keyword outlines, complete with topics and clinchers (see format below).  They should have at least 4 body paragraph outlines. After this is done, we will start writing the actual background research paper. Meanwhile at home, they should be doing their experiments and writing down observations! 

I. Topic: 

1.

2.         -supporting details

3.         -only 3-4 words per line

4. 

(up to 7.)

Clincher:

Checklist of what Science Fair steps should be accomplished thus far:

· Inquiry Question chart 
· Background research plan (keywords & questions) 
· Bibliography chart 
· Outline of information from 5+ sources 
· Hypothesis & Variables worksheet 
· Materials & Procedures lists 
· (In progress…) Keyword Outline of background research paper 

History

On to World War One! Tomorrow we will finish up the map of European geography that sets the stage for the majority of the fighting. Then we will start an overview project about how the war got started, the countries involved, what trench warfare was like, and major leaders. This will take the form of a flip book. The resources for research include library books I’ve provided, other classroom books, and specific internet sites.  Students should use ONLY those sites for this unit (i.e. not Wikipedia or Ask.com), even at home!  The majority of this project, especially researching the information, should be accomplished in class, with final touches reserved for homework. 

Writing

Today students began editing the rough draft of the “sharks” essay. Tomorrow I will clarify what word choices & sentence openers are required (sub didn’t get to that today) as well as the format for an introduction & conclusion paragraph. The final draft is due on Wednesday.  We will also do some sentence building using the “excellence in writing” requirements as tools for constructing lots of different sentences. 

Literature

Cyrano finally died. Tomorrow the comprehension questions for Act 5 are due. Then we get to review the plot, analyze his character, and ponder what the heck happened that led him to such a tragic end. Quite soon, we will start script writing for our CK event in December! 

Vocabulary 

Lesson 6 parts D and E are due tomorrow. 

Lesson 6 review and words written 5x are due Wednesday. 

