October 3-7, 2011 
Dear Parents, 

I enjoyed seeing some of you at Back-to-School night on Thursday! Thanks for taking the time to come. You gave me some helpful feedback on the science fair and the homework load (which, yes, will decrease to a more reasonable level). If you were unable to attend, please email me with any questions or comments you have.

With outdoor school just around the corner, I hope you are reviewing the materials sent home with your student and making sure you have everything on the packing list. I cannot emphasize enough the importance of RAINGEAR. We learned our lesson from OPI that your child must remain dry. Not only rain jackets but rain pants and/or ponchos and waterproof/resistant shoes are essential. It can make or break a trip. 
Have a great weekend!

Mrs. Grady

    

Camp Westwind Outdoor School

Monday-Thursday, October 10th-13th (drop off times TBA)

We’re going to outdoor school early this year with the 8th grade class. Please review the blue student booklet your child received to learn about what we’ll be doing and how to prepare. It is also necessary to fill out the gray medical release form and send that in with your child early this next week. 
If you chose not to pay your fair share (YFS), the cost of outdoor school must be paid through the office. YFS paid in installments still applies to this cost.

Tillamook Forestry Center

Friday, November 18th, 8:30am-2:00pm

No drivers needed for this field trip. We’ll hop on a bus and enjoy exploring one of Oregon’s lovely forests. Please dress your child for the weather. The goal for everyone is to be warm and dry. Also send with them a water bottle, lunch, and snack in a backpack or knapsack. 

    

Science Fair -- The Variables & Hypothesis worksheet is due this Tuesday. Some students are still finishing up their background research outlines. This needs to be done a.s.a.p. so that students can finalize their hypothesis and design the experiment, which is the fun part! We will work on writing the background research paper throughout October while experiments are in progress at home. 
JESSICA DANIEL is a parent who has dedicated her time and expertise to help students launch successful science fair projects. If they (or you) ever have specific scientific questions, she is more than happy to help as well as provide feedback on project ideas. 

Email:  kevin_jess@verison.net or kevin.jess.daniel@gmail.com
Phone:  503-642-5303 or 503-380-4179
Chemistry -- Students made some wonderfully creative model atoms. According to students’ votes, Natalie won the prize for Best Model!  We also presented some Adopt-an-Element PowerPoints. Those who didn’t have a chance to present will do theirs on Tuesday. Then we will learn about how chemistry was developed throughout history, starting with the alchemists, and which scientists have contributed to the atomic theory.  
History -- Students turned in some very creative designs for their original political cartoons. This is quite the artistic class! Now they are using the notes they took about Teddy Roosevelt’s life and political career to create 2 campaign posters, one for and one against, for his “second shot” at the presidency. The Teddy campaign posters are due Monday. 

Literature -- Cyrano Act III and 5 sticky-note responses should be done by Monday. There will be a comprehension quiz. Students have the study guide on a yellow ½ sheet of paper.
Writing -- The rough draft of the Hummingbird 2-paragraph outline is due on Monday. It is based off a fused outline of information gathered from three different sources on hummingbirds. If the Teddy Roosevelt writing composition is marked as an “M” in Engrade, it means that your student has not turned it in. However, if it is marked with a slash [/] then it is in and the grade has yet to be entered.
