September 26-30, 2011
Dear Parents, 

We had a great time on our Zenger Farm field trip! Thank you so much to the parents who drove and chaperoned. Your student probably came home dirty and tired after a good hour of farm labor in the hot sun. They will sleep well tonight!

I pushed the students hard this last week because they had been dragging their feet a bit. In other words, the amount of homework they had will not be the norm as long as they use class time wisely and do not fall behind. We’ll aim for a balance of 45-90 minutes of homework a night with a little extra on the weekends. Remember that Friday is a good day to work ahead on the current vocabulary lesson, reading, and any other projects due the following week.
Thank you all for your encouragement and well wishes in response to my news. The students have been really sweet about it as well. Debi Lorence and I have already discussed how we can find the right teacher to take over seventh grade in March. If you know any quality teachers who still haven’t found jobs, let them know about this opportunity. 

    

Back-to-School Night

Thursday, September 29th, 6:00-8:00pm

After a month of school, you’ll probably be brimming with questions, and we need to update you on important events like outdoor school, science fair, and core knowledge events. Please make sure to send one adult representative, but leave the kids at home. The evening will begin in the gym with Debi Lorence. Then each classroom will have two 30-minute sessions of sharing information and answering questions. If you have two kids at MITCH, you’ll still be able to visit both classrooms.

Camp Westwind Outdoor School

Monday-Thursday, October 10th-13th (drop off times TBA)

We’re going to outdoor school early this year with the 8th grade class. Our destination is the lovely Oregon coast between Lincoln City and Pacific City. You already received an email of some essential items to your child will need to bring so that you can plan ahead. During the back-to-school night, I will give you a hefty packet of essential information and a couple forms to fill out so that your child is ready to hop on the bus! 

If you chose not to pay your fair share (YFS), the cost of outdoor school must be paid through the office. 

Tillamook Forestry Center

Friday, November 18th, 8:30am-2:00pm

No drivers needed for this field trip. We’ll hop on a bus and enjoy exploring one of Oregon’s lovely forests. Please dress your child for the weather. The goal for everyone is to be warm and dry. Also send with them a water bottle, lunch, and snack in a backpack or knapsack. 

    

Science Fair 

This Tuesday, the keyword outline of the background research information is due! Please let your students know because we may not have written it in the agenda yet. Then by Thursday, students need to form a working hypothesis (emphasis on working, i.e. in the works). 
If your student is a bit behind or recently changed his/her topic, there is some grace. But please keep in mind that the further your student falls behind, the less beneficial work time in class will be and the less time available to execute the experiment.

Chemistry

This Tuesday, we will start a project researching elements on the Periodic Table, called “Adopt an Element”. I will provide time in class for students to compile PowerPoint presentations, but they will make atomic models of their element at home. The presentations will take place on Thursday. Both assignments have directions and a rubric (see green papers in science section). 

History 

Students turned in some very creative designs for their original political cartoons. This is quite the artistic class! Now they are using the notes they took about Teddy Roosevelt’s life and political career to create 2 campaign posters, one for and one against, for his “second shot” at the presidency. All of Monday’s class time will be devoted to this project. It is due on Thursday. 
Literature

We’ve completed Act II of Cyrano de Bergerac, and the plot continues to thicken! On Monday, students will write a reading response and turn in 5 “sticky thoughts” (sticky notes) with it. Then we will begin Act III, probably the most hilarious and intense parts of the play. Your students have done a great job bringing the script alive in the classroom when we do reader’s theater. 

Writing

The final draft of the Teddy Roosevelt 4¶-essay is due on Monday. Next, we’ll move on to Unit 6 of Excellence in Writing and start fusing those outlines! While this type of writing isn’t regarded as “fun”, it sure is good practice for all those research papers they’ll be writing in high school and college. Then we’ll go back to Units 3 and 5 for some creative writing. 
Generally, students will start a new composition on Monday, work on it throughout the week, and turn in the final draft the following Monday. However, when we start getting into longer essays, we may take a couple weeks to finish one composition.

If any of you are completely confused by this writing program, take a peak at your student’s writing folder. It will give you at least a basic idea of what we’re doing and where we’re headed.

Math

Please make sure that your child is completing the daily homework as it is practice for the tests. There is a direct correlation between consistent completion of homework and successful testing. Lessons 9-10 are due on Monday, so that will be the day of our first test.

As I have only two seventh graders in my math class, I advise contacting your child’s math teacher directly when you have questions/comments. 

