December 16, 2011
Dear 6th Grade Parents and Students,


Happy Holidays!  I hope that everyone will have a restful and safe winter break.  When we return in the New Year the academics will kick back into high gear.  To keep things short this week, I have only outlined what will be coming up when we meet again.
Key Tasks:
· Tuesday, January 3rd school resumes
· Tuesday: Wordly Wise Lesson 4 A+B+C are due (students were given time in-class to complete this before the break) then we are back on schedule

· Wednesday we start our new history unit of IMMIGRATION ( I have decided to push the French Revolution back by three weeks so that our class will have projects made for the Heritage Fair on 1/26/12 that is connected to our CORE)

Math Course 2:

Upon our return we will pick up at lesson 51 and move forward.
L. Arts:

Spelling/Vocabulary:

When students return from the break on Tuesday, January 3, 2012 we will check in lesson 4 parts A+B+C.  Then we will be right back on schedule for our weekly work.
As seen in last week’s news:

Special Items about Wordly Wise:


If your student scores lower than a 60% on the multiple choice test, they can fix their mistakes and turn it in before the next test day to raise their score up to 60%.

Please note that upon student request, in lieu of writing out all 15 words 5 times each for part of Wednesday nights homework, students can have a parent quiz them on the spelling and then they only need to practice the words they spelled incorrectly.  If you choose to do this option with your student I will need a written note turned on Thursday that is signed by a parent.  I will not accept e-mails, phone calls, or personal conversations as “student teachers” within the class will be recording the completed assignments.

Also special with Wordly Wise is the student’s ability to argue and defend their answer with reasoning on the multiple choice test.  Students have been instructed to review their tests carefully and to defend their answer by creating a reasonable argument that they record next to the missed question.  Once this is turned in (before the following Thursday), I will review their reasoning and possibly increase their score.  This process teaches students to review their mistakes, analyze their reasoning, and to interact with the teacher.
Reading:

The Odyssey: The Movie was a major undertaking.  I hope that the editing process will be complete by the end of winter break. Once our film is ready for public screening we will have an opening night party at the school.  Time to break out those sequence cocktail dresses and tuxedos for the red carpet! 
Our next reading project will be based on student choice and a daily silent reading for creating monthly book reports.  Also planned for the winter is a class reading of The Prince and the Pauper.

Writing:
Changes are a foot in the writing program with the way students are taught.  With such a diversity of skill levels I am working to craft a group rotation that will place students by ability level—this way they will receive direct instruction in the areas where their skills are the weakest.  Our first task will be to dissect our writing from pictures essay and make improvements to our storyline.
History:

Last week you were told that our next unit is over The French Revolution-- scratch that.  Upon examining my calendar, I realized that we need to cover our Immigration unit before the French Revolution.  Expect a series of history questions to be assigned.  (I will e-mail them out this week with a pdf of the chapters if you student wants to get a jump start on them.)  This unit will culminate in a family project for display in the school-wide Heritage Fair on Thursday, January 28th.
Geography:

Letter N will be due Tuesday, January 10th.
Science:
We will continue our exploration of space upon our return.  I hope that if your travels take you out of the urban areas that you take a few moments to look up in awe at the night sky.
-Mrs. Kwen Peterson-

Sixth Grade Teacher

MITCH Charter School 
