January 5, 2012 
Dear 6th Grade Parents and Students,


Happy New Year!  Although we had a short week, a lot of learning is already underway.  Take a peek below at all the up coming dates and projects.  
Key Tasks:

· Monday: Have your Heritage Fair Family Story topic chosen 
· Monday: Immigration History Questions Chapter 1+2

· Tuesday: Geo N
· Wednesday: Recite The New Colossus poem
· Mon-Th: Homework from Wordly Wise Lesson 5
Math Course 2:

This week we worked on lessons 51-54.  Our next test is scheduled for Monday, after teaching lesson 55.
L. Arts:

Spelling/Vocabulary:

We are right on our weekly schedule of homework—working out of Lesson 5 in Wordly Wise. 
Remember:

Special Items about Wordly Wise:


If your student scores lower than a 60% on the multiple choice test, they can fix their mistakes and turn it in before the next test day to raise their score up to 60%.


Please note that upon student request, in lieu of writing out all 15 words 5 times each for part of Wednesday nights homework, students can have a parent quiz them on the spelling and then they only need to practice the words they spelled incorrectly.  If you choose to do this option with your student I will need a written note turned on Thursday that is signed by a parent.  I will not accept e-mails, phone calls, or personal conversations as “student teachers” within the class will be recording the completed assignments.


Also special with Wordly Wise is the student’s ability to argue and defend their answer with reasoning on the multiple choice test.  Students have been instructed to review their tests carefully and to defend their answer by creating a reasonable argument that they record next to the missed question.  Once this is turned in (before the following Thursday), I will review their reasoning and possibly increase their score.  This process teaches students to review their mistakes, analyze their reasoning, and to interact with the teacher.
Reading:

The Odyssey: The Movie is in the post production stage.  I have received word from the editors that most of the scenes are completed.  I will send updates for our release party.
This week our morning readings have all focused around our study of immigration.  New to the classroom, I have begun to provide extension readings (many primary source documents) around the basic reading requirement.  Students are genuinely excited to expand their learning and dig deeper into subject matters.  Students were particularly riveted by the New York Times 1911 coverage of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire.
Writing:
Changes are a foot in the writing program with the way students are taught.  With such a diversity of skill levels I am working to craft a group rotation that will place students by ability level—this way they will receive direct instruction in the areas where their skills are the weakest.  Groups were assigned this week.  We will begin on a writing assignment next week by making corrections to our writing from pictures story and begin a fresh composition for of the family story for the heritage fair project.  The next few weeks may be confusing as we will be learning new classroom routines and expectations depending on the group.
History:

This week we started our unit on Immigration with a serious, but extraordinarily fascinating look at immigration in the US from the 1800’s to today.  Students engaged in analysis and making inferences based on poems and song lyrics (from vintage phonograph recordings to Led Zeppelin).  The expressed opinions ranged from nativistic assimilation groups, to lady liberty throwing her arms wide open in a pluralistic embrace.  Preconceptions about contemporary immigration issues spurred lively discussions around the ever changing zeitgeist in relation to racial and social issues embedded in immigration policies and public opinion.

Next week we will continue our look at America’s heritage.  Our activities will include case studies on episodes of intolerance, a then and now comparison of immigration as portrayed in images, and a brainstorming activity of what to teach for Americanization.  These activities will be in addition to the continued book readings, question answering homework, and note taking.  Expect a unit test on Wednesday, January 25th.  

Please see the pdf concerning the Heritage Fair project that is due on Thursday, January 28th.  The visual should be done exclusively at home and take about 1 or 2 hours to complete.  The Immigration Story is a researched historical account of how, when, why, where, and from where your family arrived in the United States.  The research should be done at home so students can write up the information during class the week of the 17th.  (I will be previewing helpful websites to aid you in the search.)  The Family Story will be written next week in class.  You can help your student by giving recounting a unique narrative.  Last year students were successful when they wrote the “about the time my crazy Uncle So-in-so family” story!
Geography:

Letter N will be due Tuesday, January 10th.
Science:
We will continue our exploration of space.  This week our science time was devoted to the history block.  Next week we will review information about star classification and then move into more theoretical physics, relativity, and quantum mechanics.   
-Mrs. Kwen Peterson-

Sixth Grade Teacher

MITCH Charter School 
