February 3, 2012 
Dear 6th Grade Parents and Students,


We are just four weeks away from the end of the second trimester!  Now is the time to review grades and turn in all that missing work.  Also upcoming this month we will be joined by Mrs. Shana Hildreth a MITCH parent, prior MITCH Board Chair, and a Masters of Arts in Teaching student at George Fox.  She will be completing her student teacher practicum as her final step on her path to becoming a teacher.  With two passionate teachers in one room your students are guaranteed to have an outstanding spring!
Key Tasks:

· Monday: French Revolution History Questions Chapter 1-3 due
· Monday-Thursday: Wordly Wise Lesson 9
· Monday-Thursday: Astronomy Writing—bring your materials

· Tuesday: Geo R due
· By Thursday, March 1st they will need to take the Citizenship Test (see history)
Math Course 2:
This week we worked up to lesson 69.  Two weeks ago I reported that many students were struggling with the concepts and with the classroom interventions and afternoon tutoring sessions half of the previously struggling students are now back on track!  If your student needs help and/or is behind in their testing (we are on test 12)—I am providing tutoring every day after school from 3:30-4:15.  Just send me an e-mail that they are coming.
L. Arts:

Spelling/Vocabulary:

This week we will be working out of Lesson 9 in Wordly Wise.   Please note that next week, after Lesson 10, we will also be taking a mid-term (in a reading context, multiple choice) review test with words from lessons 1-10.  Most students last year reported that it required very little studying and was “easy”.  For students who have struggled, using the review activities and games on-line is highly recommended.
Reading:

This week our morning readings have focused around our study of astronomy.  These summaries are being used for our writing from library research unit.
Writing:
Our current writing unit is writing with research from various sources.  Students have eight articles concerning astronomy and have been instructed with a check list to organize the text, summaries, and outlines.  In class next week we will be using our fused outlines to create a five paragraph essay.  The final draft will be due on Monday, February 13th and should meet the dress-up and sentence opener requirement of their group level.
History:
This week we started our unit on the French Revolution by revisiting the opinions of the Enlightenment thinkers and by creating a flip chart of the three estates (the French social class system).  Students engaged in analysis of political cartoons and were given time to start on their history question.  Chapters 1-3 questions are due on Monday, February 6th and each week after another three chapters will be due until the end of the unit test on Wednesday, February 29th.  This will be the last unit in the second trimester.
In addition to the French Revolution unit and GEO ABC’s students have another opportunity to boost their history grade.  Before the end of the trimester they are to come to me before or after school, during lunch time, or during a transition time to take a mock citizenship test.  With our study of immigration, I believe that it is important that students be able to answer basic history and civic questions that we ask of naturalized citizens.  The test consists of ten questions drawn at random from a stack of 100 questions that they have to answer orally.  Study materials can be found at http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.749cabd81f5ffc8fba713d10526e0aa0/?vgnextoid=982a309186e89210VgnVCM10000025e6a00aRCRD&vgnextchannel=c242df6bdd42a210VgnVCM100000b92ca60aRCRD.  I would suggest using the pdf flash cards or the 100 Civic Questions and Answers document for study tools.
Geography:

Letter R will be due Tuesday, February 8th.
Science:
This week in science we participated in a website based “lab” rotations.  Students explored the websites named Exploring the Planets Best of the Solar System, Auroras Paintings in the Sky, Hubble Deep Field Academy, and Telescopes from the Ground Up.  A simple google search will pull up most of these items if they want to extend their exploration.
Field Trips:
I have a few trips in the works for the classroom.  As was published in the last newsletter I am working on a late March trip to the opera.  I also have feelers out for a French Art and cooking event as well as a trip to Lewis and Clark College to visit their observatory.  I will publish the dates and times as they become finalized.  Thank you for your patience.

-Mrs. Kwen Peterson-

Sixth Grade Teacher

MITCH Charter School 
